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Fig. 2 Study Area and Context
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Study Area Description

With its diverse, mostly middle class population, and its neighborhood main street lined with small shops, 
cafes and services, Brookland has many of the advantages of a small town. Homes in varying styles, some with 
front porches, row houses, and a few low-rise apartment buildings are found along tree-lined streets.  The 
neighborhood has several large and small park spaces.  Major open spaces include Turkey Thicket, its recently 
completed Community Center, Fort Bunker Hill, and Noyes Park.  Smaller open areas and Open Spaces dot the 
neighborhood as well. Much of the residential neighborhood in Brookland is within a 5-15 minute walk of the 
Metro Station. 

Brookland is generally laid out in a grid pattern of streets and blocks.  Numbered streets extend north-south, 
while named streets extend east-west.  These named streets run alphabetically from south to north. Major 
roadways traverse Brookland.  Michigan Avenue, which rises into a bridge, crossing the tracks, bisects Brookland 
into  northern and southern areas. Similarly, the WMATA/CSX railroad tracks bisect Brookland into eastern and 
western areas.  While the roadways and transit serve as important means of transportation and access to and 
from Brookland, in certain places they act as a barriers to neighborhood connectivity.

While the Brookland/CUA Metro Station Area Plan study addresses three specific areas in the neigborhood which 
are under pressure for development, the study is informed by the whole of the Brookland neighborhood and 
surrounding context. These areas include the 12th Street corridor from Rhode Island Avenue to Taylor Street; the 
Brookland/CUA Metro station and immediate surrounding blocks; and commercial areas north and south of the 
Metro Station along the tracks. These areas are home to businesses, warehouses, light industrial, educational  
and cultural uses.

Shuttle drop-off and pick up area, under Michigan Avenue bridge.

Industrial/commercial businesses along 8th Street View of 12th Street looking north toward the Brookland Hardware Store
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Fig. 3 General Study Area
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12th Street Corridor Study Area

12th Street is Brookland’s Main Street.  It was built in the early 
1900’s along a streetcar line, and contained, as it does today, small  
establishments serving the local community. A concentration of 
businesses is located between Monroe and Otis Streets, with others 
dotted throughout the length of 12th street. 

12th Street is the neighborhood commercial corridor, serving and 
supported by community residents, local employees, workers, visitors, 
students and staff  from Catholic University, Trinity College and other 
local institutions. 12th Street has one lane traveling in each direction 
with on-street metered parking on either side.  The sidewalk is 
relatively narrow in most places, and is lined with trees. The pedestrian-
scale 1-3 story buildings and converted row houses are home to small 
shops, cafes/restaurants/delis, service retail, such as the CVS drug 
store, Brookland Hardware, a Post Offi  ce, and bank, as well as cultural 
amenities.  Some buildings continue to serve as residences.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Fig. 4 A-A Typical Section through 12th Street Corridor looking north

Retail along corner of 12th St. & Monroe St.

CVS retail store

Brookland Hardware store

Streetscape along 12th Street Storefronts along west side of 12th Street

Storefronts along 12th Street
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Fig. 5 Plan of the 12th Street Corridor
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The Brookland/CUA Metro Station Study Area
The Brookland/CUA Metro Station, on the Red Line, is a busy, active 
transit center.  It serves the local Brookland neighborhood as well 
as students attending Catholic University, nearby institutions and 
businesses.  In addition to Metrorail, the station serves as a Metrobus 
transit center, and is the location for shuttle bus services to and from 
nearby hospitals and medical centers in the area.  

The station is a two-block walk from 12th Street, but has no clear 
connection to 12th Street. There is only minimal signage, and no clear 
sense of arrival to Brookland as a neighborhood. The “Kiss ‘n Ride” 
and a limited number of short term parking spaces are accessed from 
Newton Street to the east, and surrounded by a treed, green area. 
A series of bus stops/bays surround a bus transfer area. Metrobuses 
access the station from Monroe Avenue to the south. The Metrorail 
station has entrances from Catholic University on the west, and from 
the neighborhood on the east.  These entrances take riders down and 
under the tracks and back up to the station platform.  The entrance on 
the Catholic University side has a canopy, while the entrance Brookland 
side does not. Shuttle buses from large local employment centers, such 
as the Washington Hospital Center, drop off  and pick up passengers 
under the Michigan Avenue overpass. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Fig. 6 B-B Typical Section through Brookland / CUA Metro Station

North view from under Michigan Ave. bridge 

Brookland /CUA Metro platform and tracks 

Shuttle drop-off and pick up area

Panoramic view of area under Michigan Avenue bridge looking south
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Fig. 7 Plan of the Brookland / CUA Metro Station and surroundings
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Commercial Study Areas

Two areas with commercial businesses, warehouses, light industrial 
PDR (Production, Distribution, and Repair), and cultural uses are also 
part of the study. These areas, which lie north and south of the Metro 
station, include land and buildings housing municipal and social 
services, food services, storage, communication, automotive, as well as 
cultural organizations. 

Commercial Area North of Metro Station

This area is located north of Michigan Avenue, east of the Metro/
CSX tracks, along the alley behind 7th Street, and between Michigan 
Avenue and Taylor Street.  This area has buildings with large footprints 
and surface parking. It is accessed from a driveway off  Taylor Street, as 
well as from alleys along 10th near Perry and Quincy Streets, as shown 
on Figure 9.  This area includes storage for the DC Housing Authority, 
the Shakespeare Theater, a bakery, food bank, and the Comcast 
Cable Company. It also contains a  small strip shopping center with a 
few tenants and vacant space. This area is immediately adjacent to a 
residential area and separated only by an alley and chain link fence.

Commercial Area South of Metro Station

This area is located south of Michigan Avenue, west of the Metro/CSX 
tracks along 8th Street between Monroe and Girard Streets. This part 
of 8th Street, also known as Dance Place, is home to cultural amenities 
including the Brookland Studios (art studios), and Dance Place, a 
community performing arts venue.  Both provide an important source 
of cultural activity for the neighborhood, classes, and after-school 
programs.  Other businesses in this area include local institutions, light 
industrial and commercial or PDR tenants.  The uses located here are 
directly accross the street from single family homes, row houses and 
some institutional uses.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Fig. 8 C-C Typical Section through commercial area north of Metro Station

View of alley along north commercial area

General view of north commercial area

General view of commercial area south of 
Metro Station

Commercial businesses south of Metro Station  
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Fig. 9 Enlarged plan of commercial study areas
Commercial area north of Metro Station Commercial area south of Metro Station

Fig. 10 D-D Section through commercial area south of Metro Station
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